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Exquisite Marble Relief, Which Gives a N«w Conception of the Beauty of Antinous.
RECENT labors of archaeologists,

both in Italy and Egypt, have
thrown new light on the lifo

and appearance of Antinous, reputed
to have been the most beautiful man
that ever lived.
These researches have a peculiar

interest for Americans, an interest
much more than scholastic, for they
take us back to an age when manly
beauty was actually worshipped, and
a supremely beautiful man was
raised to the rank of a pod.

It is worth while to learn what
was the state of mind of people who
entertained such sentiments, and
what there was of value in them.
To study such a subject makes us
realize that in America to-day we
almost entirely neglect the cultiva¬
tion of man's beauty.

Is it not strange that we should
think only of The beauty of one-half
of humanity? In a country that
is given over to girl adulation to a
remarkable extent, one rarely speaks
of the charm of a beautiful youth.
We have hitherto known but little

of the life of Antinous. partly be¬
cause the great romance and mys¬
tery of his life wpre burled in tile
sands of ancient Egypt. He was
horn in Bithynia. Asia Minor, where
he became- a shepherd boy. His
beauty and grace attracted the at¬
tention of the Emperor Hadrian, that
philosopher and artist who ruled
over the Roman world from 117 to
1SS A. D.. and he became his at¬
tendant and companion.
Wherever the Emperor went he

took Antinous with him. During one
of these journeys the beautiful
youth drowned himself in the River
Nile, about the year 132 A. D. It
was on this spot that the sorrowing
Emperor ^nilt .the city which he
called Anticoe or Antinopolis, where
his favorite wa? worshipped as an
incarnation o? the ancient Egyptian
God Osiris.
Why Antinous killed himself ha?

always been a great mystery, and
while no positive evidence ha? been
discovered upon this point, it has to
a certa^r, ext-nt been elucidated by
scholarly research. Antinous. it is
estimated, was twenty-five years old
a: the time, and in the prime of life
a^d bea r.y. As the favorite of the
ir.aF'er of the whole civilized world
he had every possible luxury, every
known form of wealth and enjoy-
ment within his reach. And he had
been a shepherd boy a few years be¬
fore! Why should such a man com¬
mit suicide?
Two v>wg have b'-en advanced on

th:s s jbject. One l = that he had be»n
told by a seer that he would bring
death To the Emperor Hacriar. and

the colossal
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is necessary
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condition that
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Archeologists have now given
their support to a new version of the
mystery, which goes deeper into hu¬
man nature and is more philoso¬
phical than any of the others. This
is that Antinous ended his life be¬
cause he realized that he had
reached the height of his beauty, and
that in a few years it must begin to
leave him.
He had been valued for his beauty

alone. Without it the poor fellow
reflected that he could be nothing,
(f he died when his body was in the
full bloom of its perfection he would
leave the memory of a supremely
beautiful man. If he died a with¬
ered. wrinkled, gray, toothless old
man, he could leave no such memory.
His youth then would have been
forgotten.
He reasoned well, for his death

enshrined him in the world's memory
and caused the Emperor to build a
city where his beauty was wor¬
shipped.

Hitherto we have had only a lim¬
ited knowledge of the physical ap-
nearance of Antinous. This was ob¬
tained partly from
statue in theVatlcan,
representing him in
the character of Bac¬
chus, ivy-crowned
and holding a staff
or sceptre. The head.
strong and squat-
with full face, is
somewhat stern iu
expression, and not
what we would ex
pect in one who lived
for beauty.
Another statue, in

the Capitoline Mu¬
seum. at Rome.
shows him as a shep¬
herd boy. His droop¬
ing head and mel¬
ancholy expression
have been regarded
as foreshadowing .:!*
early death
A newer portrait

of Antinous is :n the
form of a marble
sculptured relief, re¬
covered from the ex¬
cavations of Ha¬
drian's villa. Th:
shows the favorite :..
a splendidly format
young man.
powerful ch^st. reg':-
!ar, full intelligent
feaVires and *he re¬

pression of r>r.e -.
,,

enjoys all life? ]
uries. He has a
wreath of r..iwer-
around his hend i
holds a bouquet «.
them in one hand.
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that this is mr -<. like

unique character and especially con¬
cerning the worship instituted in his
honor by Hadrian.
"At Antinoe there was a revival of

the religion of earlier days," says
Professor^ Gayet. "Greeks and Ro¬
mans thirsting for the Unknown
grasped at all foreign mysteries, es¬
pecially at those of Isls, of Mithra. of
the Black Stone, and the One Life.
Hadrian decreed that his favorite,
who sacrificed his life to cheat des¬
tiny, should receive the honors re¬
served, for the supreme god of the
Egyptians. Osiris, the god of the
nether world, who had himself been
slain by his brother, the Prince of
Evil.
"In this mortuary city, larger and

more luxurious than Alexandria un¬
der the Ptolemies, everything turned
upon the worship of Osiris-Antlnous.
Beautiful priestesses wept for him
perpetually. Female musicians, sing¬
ers and danccrs played important
parts."

The most amazing ceremony was
tu-t in which the people of Antinoe
constantly mourned the de;it!i c.
Osiris-Antinous.

Why Antinous Ended His Life at
Twenty-five, and the Strange City
Where He Was Perpetually Wept

and Adored as a God

Four
of the
Minor

Weepers

other women.' She was made tc
kneel at the threshold of the sanc¬
tuary; they painted the name Isis on
her shoulders, and eo the personal¬
ity of the queen of heaven was dele¬
gated to her."

. . .
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funeral chapels rise above the dark¬
ness with their gilded pyramids. It
is at the end of the Triumphal Way,which bounds the City of Antinoe,of the Arch of Triumph, erected on
the bnnk of the Nile, at the gate¬
way of the Way of Tombs, opening
upon the necropolis, by the side of
tho Temple of Isis. A procession
comes on, following a corpse to its
eternal resting place, with the same
ceremonies as of old, in the time of
Hie Pharaohs.

Isidora, the Great Weeper, Mourning Over the Dead in the Strange Burial Cere
monial of the City of Antinous.
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"We found the cave of Isidora the
Weeper, and in it was fixed one of
the great, scenes of the religious his¬
tory of Egypt." reports Professor
Gayet. "A little cave, modest in its
proportions, built of unbaked bricks,
and beneath the vault a mummy,
well wrapped in shroud and bands;
a branch of persea flowers; some
baked flay figurines; some lamps,
nd flagons f-aled with tho mystic

eye, the ancient outya; not an in-

How Fashion Plates Deceive Women
Most women, me a-. *,?

beauty. are too - \r,<
stout; '¦ hey do w . 'a:. .

or they have spoiled tv,<.r <¦ v.;
crook.something is wrong. The ':.-e<-f
to cover these defects so :ar as jwjhsIVi
tentlon away from defects toward the
the figure.
The ideally beautiful womar ra*

a Greek gown to a ;><-3 c t a

says Belle Armstrong Wright :r. Goo
#wlth very few exceptions allowed for th
woman, designs In drers must be adayM b*

standard < '
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r a' be adopted *o advantage.
''a»hior. plates are drawn upon beautifully tall and

'a!r women to show the proper proportions to be ob¬
served in the designs themselves, according to the
mind of the designing artist.

Borne detijrr.i are hopelessly bad at the beginning,
find others are good only for certain types of women.

De>.lgr.f- however good in themselves, are not meant
to be v copied
A * y r. feet 'all may wear a dress skirt eight

or yards wide at the bottom, but the dumpy little
v.ov.fc;. v/ho Is a» broad as she is long will be a ridicu-
lou* * fir*-. In the same enormous sweep of skirt.
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scription, but only on the wrappings,
embroidered three times, the name
Isidora. Unwrapping the bands, I
found that the first veil was passed
about the dead woman's head, in the
stylo of an Isls veil. Beneath this 1
found the matted hair, brought over
tho face, and nothing more than
this arrangement was needed to
point to her having been one of the
Weepers, as they are found in the
antique pictures, which show us the
procession accompanying a body.
"The book states that when they

heard of tho death of Osiris.tho
good god, slain by his brother, Seth,
the Genius of Evil.Isis, their sister,
covered her face with her hair,
pressed both hands on her forehead,
and 'raised her volte to heaven,' a
simple) expression which can mean
nothing save that sho wept. And
this the gods had done, and men, too,
whenever this dolorous anniversary
occurred.

"In tho passage of time the Opin¬ion prevailed that every ono who
wished to attain the felicity of the
future life should receive the same
funeral honors which Osiris re¬
ceived from Isis in ancient times.
Whenever any one died, some wom¬
an called the 'Great Weeper' offi¬
ciated, imitating in every detail the
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with

the Mask
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of Evil

from the
Dead.

scenario of the honors rendered to
the god by the goddess. The one
selected for this purpose was picket
out from the company of reohises of
Isls, the texts state, a woman 'more
beautiful in every respect than all

"At tho head marches an officer
wearing a surplice, carrying a vase
holding the '.ustral water of the tears
of Isis, and a long roll of papyrus.
Ho roads the formulae granting to
tho dead entrance into the region of
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The Statue of Antinous in the
Form of the God Osiris,
Creator of Good and Guar-
dian of the Soul After
Death, Found at Antinoe,
Where He Was Perpetually
Mourned.

death. A wagon, shaped ltktt a boat,
drawn by eight oxen, bears a cata¬
falque, made of panels of painted
wood. rep»esenting the regions of the
invisible world, the guardian genii of
the labyrinths leading thereto; the
reception by the protecting gods.
"Two priests walk near him,

burning incense and making liba¬
tions. Then comes another boat on
which is a platform like an altar,
with the Weepers on it; some of
them are standing, others crouching
with dishevelled hair, their hands on
their* heads, lamenting and calling
upon the departed aloud. Then, at
the entrance to the necropolis, is the
Great Weeper and her acolyte, who
place themselves Just behind the
catafalque."
The conclusion of this wild, fan¬

tastic, yet splendid scene, is de¬
scribed in these words:
"The chanting of verses swells

ever higher. Lamps are lighted all
around, Illuming the night with fun¬
ereal glare; the vengeful divinities,
guardians of the tornb appear, for¬
midable, fateful, with weapons in
their hands, ready to strike; men
covered with armor, wearing on their
heads masks of hawks and jackals;
women with lions' heads, clad in
flowing robes, armed with knives and
darts. They come forward, led by
the (Jreat Weeper, and the play con¬
tinues until the third hour, in tho
contest against the troops of the
army of evil. Seth, the murderer,
commands them in person. He has
taken on tho garb of the Red Hip¬
popotamus. A number of his sol¬
diers fall to earth wounded; the oth¬
ers flee, shouting in terror. And now
the avenging goddesses have already
abandoned the pursuit, and group
themselves around tho sarcophagus
beneath the catafalque, then open,
and empty, into which the red rays
of the lamp shine, so as to form tho
imago of tho red disk of the sun
within.
"Then Isls, cscorted by the small

Weeper, approaches the funeral bed
and the avenging deities are grouped
around her. She rests on the sar¬
cophagus nnd calls: 'Osiris of the
West! Osiris of the West! Osiris
of tho West!' .lust as tho goddess
called in ancient, times to bring him
back to life. And so, too, tears ftow
upon the sarcophagus again, while
I ho avenging deities raise tho mys¬
tic Eye, symbol of creative tears,
trlumphcrs over death."
Thus was tin* memory of the most

beautiful man, honored for centuries,aftor his death.


